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Gerber Technology’s Commitment to Innovation Celebrated by U.S. Mint; Gerber Variable
Scale Honored on American Innovation $1 Coin
Joseph Gerber’s innovative



The American Innovation Coin was made possible by Congressman Jim Himes (CT-04) and
U.S. Senator Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) who introduced the American Innovation $1 Coin Act to
the House of Representatives and the Senate, respectively.

“It’s a really great way for us to highlight our country, highlight our state, highlight a couple of
great businesses here in the state of Connecticut,” said Senator Murphy. “It’s a triumphant day
for Connecticut and Connecticut’s innovation.”

Before the graphing calculator, there was the Gerber Variable Scale which allowed scientists
and engineers to quickly and easily understand and solve problems of scale. Just a few short
years after he and his mother escaped Nazi-controlled Austria, Gerber developed the first
version of the variable scale using an elastic band from a pair of pajamas. By the 1950s, the
Gerber Variable scale was a major success and a universally accepted tool for engineers and
architects worldwide.

“I think it’s really important that we remember and celebrate the folks who make this country
happen. You heard loud and clear that Connecticut has been one of the innovation capitals in
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https://www.murphy.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/murphy-and-himes-american-innovation-1-coin-act-heads-to-presidents-desk
http://www.gerbertechnology.com/

